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This, surely, is a sufficient answer to the feudal gabble of
a man, who is every day lessening that splendour of cha^
racter which once illuminated the kingdom, then dazzled,
and afterwards inflamed it; and for whom it will be happy
if the nation shall, at last, dismiss him to nameless obscurity,
with that equipoise of blame and praise which Corneille
allows to Richelieu, a man who, I think, had much of his
merit, and many of his faults:

" Chacun parle a son gre de ce grand cardinalj

Mais, pour moi, je n'en dirai rien:
II m'a fait trop de bien pour en dire du mal;

II m'a fait trop de mal pour en dire du bien."

To push advantages too far is'neither generous nor just.
Had we insisted on a concession of antecedent right, it
may not misbecome us, either as moralists or politicians,
to consider what Grimaldi could have answered, We have
already, he might say, granted you the whole effect of
right, and have not denied you the name. We have not
said, that the right was ours before this concession, but
only that what right we had, is not, by this concession,
vacated. , We have now, for more than two centuries, ruled
large tracts of the American continent, by a claim which,
perhaps, is valid only upon this consideration, that no
power can produce a better; by the right of discovery,
and prior settlement. And by such titles almost all the
dominions of the earth are holden, except that their ori-
ginal is beyond memory, and greater obscurity gives them
greater veneration* Should we allow this plea to be an-
nulled, the whole fabrick of our empire shakes at the
foundation. When you suppose yourselves to have first
descried the disputed island, you suppose what you can
hardly prove. We were, at least, the general discoverers
of the Magellanick region, and have hitherto held it with
all its adjacencies. The justice of this tenure the world
has, hitherto, admitted, and yourselves, at least, tacitly
allowed it, when, about twenty years ago, you desisted from
your purposed expedition, and expressly disowned any
design of settling, where you are now not content to settle